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Blurb

The evacuation from Gallipoli of Australian and
New Zealand troops was a logistically incredible
undertaking. The exhausted young men were to slip
away by ship in the dead of night. But someone needed
to remain behind to cover for their fellow soldiers.
This was a mission that almost certainly meant death.
Would it be you?

Would you volunteer to be the last man out?

From the Author

I have wanted to write this book for a long time, but until
now have shied away from it. Could I do a fact-based tale
of this magnitude justice? Could I convey what those men
felt as they chose to put themselves on the line for tens of
thousands of others, and what it took to do so? And what
would my grandfather think of my efforts? My grandfather
died long before I was born, yet this just compounded the
need I felt to not let him down. As it was, he sat on my
shoulder as I wrote, visited me in my dreams during the
entire process, and permeated every sentence I scrawled,
edited and rewrote.

So much has been written about Gallipoli, yet not a lot of
attention has been focused on the evacuation, with barely
any mention about the 2,000-strong rear guard of honour.
These truly extraordinary men were asked to stay behind
and hold the front lines while the generals - and many
other senior officers — were long gone on boats or watching
safely from ships sitting off the cove. This book finally
shines a light on these 2,000 men. Many say too much
had been asked of them. A moot point, perhaps, because
it is blatantly clear that most would have taken on this job
regardless of their ‘orders.

Stories are a way to share information and make emotional
connections with events and the people in them. Humans
need stories. They help us understand each other and
deepen our understanding of — and empathy for - other
people’s experiences.

I wrote this story for the 2,000 men of the rear guard of
honour and for everyone who doubts themselves. These
men exemplify values and qualities we admire. Hearing
their story can prompt us to consider our own moral
standards, resilience, and actions in the face adversity. Last
Man Out is for anyone who questions who they are — or
might be — when push comes to shove.

My aim is to share this group of incredibly altruistic men
with a generation of readers who most probably have not
heard their story before. I hope the Last Man Out resonates
with your students and they gain much from reading it.
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Before Reading

Title and Cover

As a class discuss the title and cover.

o  Why might the soldier be facing away from the
reader?

o Why might the front cover feature a map of
Gallipoli, while the back has an image of the bay?

Read the blurb
Would it be you? Would you volunteer to be the last
man out?

Discuss the blurb.

« Do you think youd volunteer?

« Given the men are soldiers in an army where
orders must be obeyed, is volunteer the right
word? What word might you choose?

Dedication

Read and discuss the book’s dedication:

For those who in the face of adversity discover that

there exists an opportunity to help others and do so.

«  Who might the author be referring to?

« Compare the different times of adversity soldiers
at Gallipoli faced.

o What types of adversity today might the author
be referring to?

KWL

As a class, discus what students already know about
the Gallipoli campaign. Lead them to discuss what
they know of the withdrawal.

Create a KWL worksheet and ask students to fill
in the columns using the following questions as
guidelines.

K - What I know about Gallipoli and the
withdrawal.

W - What I want to know about Gallipoli and
the withdrawal.

After reading, return to the KWL Sheet to
complete L — What I have learnt.

While Reading

Contents

Examine the Contents page.

« Discuss the timeframe

«  What clues doe they give about the story.

John Alexander Park
« Examine the photo of Park.
o What might the image show about him?

Discuss Park’s quote:
“No doubt our mates on the transport cannot sleep at
the moment because they all believe the rear guard is

doomed.”
« What clues does the quote offer about Gallipoli
soldiers?

o Discuss the choice of the word ‘doomed’

1915 Gallipoli
« How does the first chapter prepare you for the
story?

« What does it show you about conditions, morale,
and the relationship between the two sides?

The Turks

« Discuss the following text on page 6:

“..it is getting harder and harder to think of them as

our enemy. We've helped each other bury the dead,

traded cigarettes and bully beef, and shared a laugh,

some notes, and a handshake.”

+ Does this description surprise you?

« How would they feeling towards the Turks affect
the soldiers when it came to battle?

September 12 — Sickness, a constant companion

Examine the photo on page 8.

o What does it show you about conditions at
Gallipoli?

« How does that compare to your understanding of
conditions?

This chapter begins with a dream.

« What does the dream show about ParK’s life?

«  Why might the author have chosen to include
‘Ring o’ Rosies™?




October 2 — A prickly affair in No Man’s Land

What do you know of No Man’s Land?

o Discuss the story shared by Park, and the two
incidents of humour. “One prisoner going
cheap” “To Let. Nice dugout with valley views.”

o Discuss what you know about ‘trench humour’

o  Why might the soldiers find humour in things

that you may not find funny?

October 6 — Rest Gully Hospital

Examine the images on pages 13, 14 and 17.

o What medical issues might the soldiers have
faced?

Mini Research project.

o In pairs, have students research one aspect of
the care of injured and ill soldiers during the
Gallipoli campaign. Pairs present their findings
to the class.

o Topics may include: field hospitals, hospital
ships, illness, disease, conditions in the trenches,
the role of medics and orderlies.

o The following website contains
information;
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/project-result-content/39f7d30e-
9ca2-48ef-a351-02131a267f33/F%209%20
Medical%20care%20during%20WW1%20
in%20Lemnos.pdf

useful

October 10 — Moments of home

When mail and packages arrive from home, Park

and the other soldiers are quick to share news and

gifts. Given the conditions, discuss why they may do
this?

o Re read pages 20 — 21. What details does this
provide about ParK’s life?

o Authors choose images and describe imagery
with care to provide information about
characters. List the details the author has
included to paint a picture of Park’s home and
family. What image had the biggest emotional
impact on you?

o  What further information does this passage give
you about Park?

October 29 — C2 mine under the enemy trenches

Discuss the courage shown by Park and Rankin in

rescuing the soldiers.

 Park says ‘my lungs are cactus. What might that
mean?

November 5 — A visit from the Royal Engineers

and a bit of mischief-making

At the start of this chapter, the men are discussing

food. Why might they be doing so in such great

detail?

o Read the opening of Mid November (page 28)
What does this suggest about food at Gallipoli?

o Research the food eaten at Gallipoli.

Mid-November — A visit from Lord Kitchener

Under the chapter name is the following text: ‘41,218

men, 2,363 animals at Galipoli.

o What might those numbers indicate?

o  Why aren’t the numbers included in previous
chapter headings?

o What might the inclusion of the numbers mean?

Reread the line T see the way he is weighing his

thoughts, and my gut twists. He thinks we are

beaten.” (page 29)

« How might that realisation affect the Park?
Provide reasons for your answers.

November 27 — The Great Blizzard/November 30

— A guest artist on fashions of the season

Revisit the images throughout the book of the

trenches.

o Discuss the impact weather might have on living
and fighting conditions.

o  Which season do you think would be the
toughest? Why?

o Research the types of weather experienced at
Gallipoli and how the soldiers were able to
protect themselves.




There is not a single one among us that would walk

away.

Page 32

o Discuss this statement.

o As someone who has never been involved in a
war, you might expect that the men would be
desperate to leave. Give reasons why you believe
the men might have found it hard to leave.

December 11 — Evacuation plans & December 13
— Shrapnel Gully Cemetery

After reading this chapter return to the previous
discussion. What clues does this chapter give about
the reasons why men might feel reluctant to leave?

The chapter opens with the line

...the shock of evacuation rips through..’

o Discuss the opening line. Why would evacuation
affect the soldiers in this way?

Park says “The rivalry begins’ page 36

«  Why might soldiers want to be part of the rear
guard, when it’s seen as a suicide mission?

o  Why, when Park has family at home, would he
be keen to be part of the rear guard?

o He mentions his damaged lungs. Discuss how
that might influence his decision.

9am, December 18 — Courtney’s post — cold and

cloudy with a high chance of enemy attack

Discuss the men’s ingenuity of creating a diversion

using water, candles, sand and string.

Necessity is the mother of invention.

o Discuss the proverb in light of the soldier’s
inventiveness.

o How great a part does the will to live play in the
soldier’s ingenuity?

11pm, December 18 — Of muffled boots and more
goodbyes

Now that the time has come for the men to withdraw,
an overwhelming urge to go with them hits me like a
dose of Gallipoli gallop.

Page 42

Up until now, Park has been adamant he wanted to
stay. Why might the urge to leave have hit him so
hard at this time?

Given that Park is feeling anxious about staying,
why do you think he agreed to °.Stay to the last...”
page 42, when asked by Riddell?

After reading this chapter, what do you think is more
important in ParK’s decision to stay? His courage or
his sense of duty?

5:45pm, December 19 — Hold fast to the end,

lads —

Page 44

Weve also been busy burying ammunition in the
latrines, destroying our pickaxes, tins and cooking
pots, and pouring caustic soda on the tarpaulins
— a job my lungs weren’t up to. Bombs, rifles, food,
clothing, boots, shoes and anything else not needed by
the rear guard are gone.

o At the time of the evacuation, the war was
continuing in Europe and Africa. Why do you
think the men left so much equipment behind
during the evacuation?

We must hold the line to the last.

page 46

o  What might ‘the last’ be?

o They men vow to die before capture. Why do
you think this is?

11pm, December 19 — C party, a bloomin’ picnic

What does this chapter show you about Park’s

opinion of the Turks?

o What does it reveal about his personality?

o Do you think all soldiers would feel like this
towards their enemy?

C party were handpicked.

Page 49

o What attributes and abilities might those chosen
to stay have exhibited?

2:15am, December 20 — Approximately 100 men

in the trenches and following chapters

No sleep, no water, soldiers leaving and the very real

threat of a Turkish attack. What do you think kept

the rear guard going?

No doubt our mates on the transport cannot sleep at

this moment, waiting to see what is going to happen.

They believe the rear guard is doomed.

Page 53

o Do you think the men on the transport are aware
of the danger the last men face?

o What effect would knowing everyone believed
they were doomed have on the final men?

<l




Around 3:45am, December 20 - The last man out

/4am, December 20 — The beach

A sight that ten days ago I could not have imagined.

Page 58

o After eight months and over 115,000 British
deaths (British, Irish, Australian, India and New
Zealand soldier), 40,000 troops were withdrawn
in ten days without a single death. What might
that say about the Gallipoli campaign.

o  Why do you think Park is able to farewell the
Turks with such respect? Page 59

Shall we take bets on whether a boat is waiting?

page 59

o Riddell and Park have been realistic about
the possibility of dying. When do you think
they really believed they had made it off the
peninsula?

Dawn, December 20 - Farewell to Gallipoli

What do you make of the letter from Birdwood to

Park?

o  Whymight Park have been searching for Riddell?
What might have happened to him?

+ Birdwood mentions many have claimed to be the
last man out. Why might they claim that title?

Author’s Note
I recall that my grandfather simply felt he was just
doing his job, like everyone else, friend or foe, and that
war was the greatest equaliser because in war we all
bleed the same.
o Discuss how war might be the greatest equaliser.
o Organise a class debate with the topic “War is the
greatest equaliser’

After Reading

Writing

Examine the following photos of Turk soldiers

following the withdrawal.

+ https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C973085

o https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C194824

o Write a newspaper article describing the
Australian and New Zealand withdrawal from
the Turkish point of view.

Letters

Write a letter from a child, parent or wife to a soldier
at Gallipoli. Include details that show the soldier’s
personality, home life and interests.

Revisit the letters in Last Man Out, the letters
attached and the letters on the following website:
https://anzac100.initiatives.qld.gov.au/remember/
letters/index.aspx

Discuss what pictures they paint of the writer’s
experience of war.

Using these letters as inspiration, as well as what you
have learned from reading Last Man Out to write a
letter a soldier or nurse at the front.

The Gallipoli campaign was a brutal, futile exercise.
Write a text response to the statement above. Use
quotes from the text to support your writing.

At the time Owen enlisted, Aboriginal people were

not recognised as Australian citizens. It is estimated

that between 400 to 800 Aboriginal men fought in

WWIL

o In pairs, have students research the roles of
Aboriginal people during WWI and write a
report to present to the class.

Useful websites

« https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/serving-their-
country#:~:text=0f%20European%20origin.-
>nurse%20with%20the%20British%20Army

 https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-
missions/ww1/personnel/indigenous-service

o http://qanzac100.slq.qld.gov.au/showcase/
queenslands-indigenous-servicemen-of-the-
first-world-war

 https://indigenoushistories.com/category/wwl/

Language

The author uses many descriptive tools to tell her

story, including alliteration, similes and metaphors.

Some of these include:

o A hill hollowed and honeycombed... page 6

o Swish, swish of summer dresses... page 9

« Dig, dig, digging in mines and tunnels ... page
15

o Trussed up turkey - page 13

o The sea sparkles like a jewel on this cold crisp
day - page 16

Reread the text and identify descriptive tools that fit
into the categories on page 6.

I
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Characters

What type of person do you think John Park was?

Write an article for a newspaper about Park. As well

as Last Man out, using the following resources:

« Photograph of Park (John Park photo, copy, page
8)

« PDF JA PARK SGT honoured etc. (page 9)

« and the book to support your views.

Choose one of the following characters:

- Sapper Freddy Woods.
- Rankin

- Owen

- White

« Re read the book, taking notes about each
character.

o Use this information to create a character profile
of each. Focus on their personality Use quotes
which give insight into their character (try to
include both things they say and things other
characters say about them).

Rewrite a key scene from another character’s

perspective. For example, the No Mans Land

incident, the tunnel explosion or leaving friends who

are in the rear guard,

« How does looking through the other character’s
eyes change your perception of the scene?

« Write a reflection about this after finishing the
piece.

Create an alternate cover for Last Man Out. Present
your work to the class explaining how you have used
visual techniques to promote this theme.

Create a book trailer for Last Man Out.

Choose a key or favourite scene from the book and

adapt it into a script.

« Use information from other parts of the book to
make this a stand-alone piece.

« Change anything from the novel that might make
it work better as a short drama/script

« Remember to include actor direction notes

o Perform the piece for the class.

Further Reading

« Evacuation from Gallipoli
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
RCDIG1069751

o Letters from Hell
http://anzac100.nzherald.co.nz/

« Nurses and conditions of field hospitals
emnosgallipolicc.blogspot.com/p/nurses-on-
lemnos.html

« https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-
missions/ww1/military-organisation/australian-
imperial-force/australian-army-nursing-service

« https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/
project-result-content/39f7d30e-9ca2-48ef-
a351-02131a267f33/F%209%20Medical %20
care%20during%20WW1%20in%20Lemnos.
pdf.

 https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/
nurses/wwl
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LA Park,

UCH has been written regarding the last daya
on Anzac—as to the anxiety of the staff, the

misery of the men at leaving behind those hard-won

trenches, and the cemetéries of brave cobbers, stc. But

th valoor and devoted brotherhood of the selected lmst

few hundred—the reargunrd of honour——linger longest

in my memory. [ did not keep a dimry, but indelibly im-
on my mind are the incidents of the last days.

A keefi brain was repongible for the ruses which aceus-

tomed Abdul to perieds of silence. At a given time all
troops wonld , and on the command every rifle
that eould be brought inte setion was fired at the Turkish

line. Abdul would immediately man his trenches and
The wprear would bast for about ten
mimites, ceasing ma m!:h:r-ﬂr as it began, and the wsual
;3‘# be resumisd. A day or two later the same pro-
ure would commence again. One night Abdul staged
againsl our line & similap tration, the
time being we gmored. An hour later we replied with
id fusillade that hﬂuﬂtbm immdl:_l:drﬁpmn—n
that hs was becoming jumpy nervy.
received that rcifles were not to be

A
zzzt

ciEet
SE8

TA
2

ing o sapper =
wont out through the concealed firing-line and
the esemy patrel im, The Turkish oficer and
£.0, were both wounded in severnl places, and all four
were suffering from exposure.

E:ur:u:in:tw mormal during dgulh
were busily engaged digging into the s
the purpose of constructing a h
held m large foree. ﬂ-l;ﬂﬂ:l-ld - an fine wea-
ther apd sec . A lone enomy r Lo COmE OVer
amd remain nmt stationary above Wire Guolly; doubtless
he ap to be hovering over other parts of eur line,
Gun Lane the troops used to have = few shots
at him.

Orders were sometimes given to get under eover when
he came over, but generally every would be worki
hard or walking about 80 ns to make it appear that
troops had just landed.

su';m wuiu before this Major 8. F. Newcombe, of the

Enginetrs, ¢ with some “plain tablers” of
the R.E.. had arrived to do some engineering work.
were very interested in plotting three mines (C1, C2. CR)
and also In the commanding wiew obtained from the
centre of the line, Mewcombe wanted = batman, so |
detniled Sapper Froddy Woods from my dug-sut for the
jod, W'nnpg'ndd; sald about me and the job weuld not
be printable. Fowever, 1 divected his attention to the
opportunities for serounging which would be likely to
present themselves, He soon discoversd that the oF
had two bottles of sernted water, eo 1 mdvised him

4

Wo engineers
of & hill, for
dug-put, sufficient to

|
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* The Evacuation of
Gallipoli Peninsula

(By J. A. Park, D.C.M., M.M., 4tb Field Coy.
Engrs., A.LF.)

to eonfiscate one for ldd.ml.:I te fritters of pounded bis-
cuits that we made. Freddy very guie recelvnd e
order of the boot from this joib. itida

Some concertinn wire arriving from the dump, Major
Neweombe ordered me to take out m party pat ap
an entanglemaont. The was simple.
.erullg imsued, it was simply a
Fstler with a staple.

in Reat Gully Hoapital.
MINE G2 TRAGEDY.

After ninch Mard digging and carrying we ved
for a 'mm" The Ihtmn!: reporbed tF!L'lihpTr::r.th
miners U, =& Were iss o cha

our mine, Mmenm 25, blew his nrrﬁ
with the result that the charge in C2 smouldered, cansing

gasex. Word ﬂ:tlr that two officers and some
sappers and in msen were in trouble, so Sgt, Charlie

n and I along with m L i
Rankin soon got into difficulties. 50 1 put him on & Tops
and be was hauled to safety. Lieuts. Bowrn and Thom,
Sapper F. J. H. Clrkﬁ;shn. and several others wers
beyvond human aid, t into fantastic o1 ted
the rope arcond myself amd was hanled to safety. As
I memared the top the rope slip and T felt f
falling; & big Bamnd grabbed me by the hair and head,

I did ned mind the rough hand 1 recebwed,

baut

Colonel Meoseley, now Gowernment Medical Ofesr at
the G-F.0., Bydney, and his fleld ambulance men did
wonderful work to resuscitate the survivora from

The Emu:hlra adopted the medice to keen them swaks
and breathing was but homest, and for some days
afterwards were =ore all over from the smackings

ndmimistered.

I was lntely speaking to Colomel Moseley, and mens
tioned the bowing of C% which he rememberad only too
well, When T told him that Charlle Rankin had passed
away last Anzae Day. he looked seross to the Cenctaph,
meanwhile remarking, “What a fine lot of men they were
to be sure"” Ressille hag l_l:rﬂﬂE spoken in ing
terme regarding Sgt, C. Rankin, D.C.M.. and 1, a8 his dus-
out mate and cobber, contur in the opinion that he
wis i fearless soldier and a man.

In mid-November Lord Kitchener visited Anzac, and,
accompanied by Genernl Birdwood, prid a visit o the
front line. 1Tpon their entering the sap, K. became very
interested in a Dhigger poanding away with an entrench-

{(Contimued on page J0)
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Evacuation of Gallipoli —(From page 9

ing tood hapdie In & shell<ase.  “What Is that man

doing?™ Kitchener asked. I explained that be was

Flll‘.lll.gb: fritter by pounding & wescuwit o hedr, te woich

woubd added some snow colleeted from the cemetery,

as well pz pome condensed milk, and a little fat from &

bully-beef tin, “Marvelloos!™ he cjaculated, as it was
wn toe him.

Arriving at mines €1 and G2, Lord Kitchemer went
down B uimrl; distance bafore enquiring: “How far do
they go?” [ told him that we were dnder Abdul's
trench. He in ta the concealed Aring line, baot does
not comment. Back in the trench Genera]l Birdwood asks
ome of the treops for the loan of his periscope. “BHirdie™
helda it above the trench, when “bang"” comes & hulbet,
rhight through the glasa, The Digper remarks to “Birdie™:
“That chap can shoot the eye out of a mesquite,” and pro-
ceeds to paise his hat on the end of a rifle, bot reseives no
reaponegs from the Twurk. Thens to Lord Kitchener he
says: “If 1 had my head im it he would drill a hole in
it!" The D r next pulls back a slide in a loophole
plate and 8 “Kiteh" to have a “screw' th it.
“Kitch.” has a look, and, before passing down the tremch
to 2, remarks: “Thank very much, we ean find
cur way now, thanks™; aml off they go to Lone Pine

At laat the time arrives when the mines have to be
changed. Not m nice job at all. It tokes n whoble com-
pany of ind. ta the cxplosives amd detonators
aleng the tunmels, which are lit by Hfickering candles
placed in mikches in the walls. The fatigue ity &re
not particularly happy handling the -mmf."m the
afly real danger is Turk, for it ke were to blow the
end of the tunnel we would all be candidates for a trip
ta koll, Lieat. Riddell brings the gun-cotton and more
detonators, which we fix in heart of the charge. The
infantry fatigoe party then posees out, while we remain

to Fll.l:k detonntors.
aior Mw-.:dlﬂ: hifmfi oed o ire dhe crpey mady

fervicudy by e mining soivales of Abslul, e compamy, and e,
In & piteh didle, ssthing caa be scen o betard. In 5 sage whispe, |
mk, "D pow warm w go dows and e whe @8 i the bomom of EM
He¢ Bideci i my car, "Bhot op ™ 1 jurming be had on dden thai Adedil
iru mining with the [nwnion of borikeg mee dhe craer ond ooospying
L

Evcryihing was ar b awwdy o us w0 Beave, and mew camg the oivalry
i se whs weaild soy on ol the ead.  Fwery member of ibe ieai-guasd
belicecd he was doomed o desth, b iesedeed oo s be capuned, Oy
thgat men in i primg of lifs and heahdy weve chosen; for Severil seodks
the dosieey hed been buay evecuaning all men wha ceporied sl As dhe
wradhey beld ol maccesi Scemd pensile, Foy sbave digs Befarc dhe
bnal night the oo wene praciieed in walking wick choiy fem wiapped
in plrore of hlanke, and slss in the seder n which dhey womld masch
ol feem ibeie reipocihie pédicions, The Indisn patien percies ok bk
mmer chan they beougl up, sed [migoc pamics beaviag for the besch
wguld wop there. Might By nighc the force grew smallee. Theae of ws
belt behind kepr up oer wemal dwe and eeosived the Turbish ineeesi, bui
the ehoughs uppevmoln is ous mind owai, "0l Abdwl amacks, he ha s
wondeile] ogperungp.”

Smdiy (Dec. 19} wd Sunday sight comrpbody was iy ooged oo
devices. i dereive he phemy. Ll;:.hmn.r Hilhr-'ul nﬂh:r adhicei il
o of the dih Fadd Compesy placed shew ol swver thy anemch, Ligw,
Rifdell wmuied himsell by making sipwiees, w the mds of which Be
isched Milh prenades, senr up for wie spulein & pesible Todkivy sesck,
Ahdul himmeldl heew prer jome hromastck bomba  Glled  wek ik
hl-'lll;::il'm.. ear Laded in a divig of bullybed piew ind we opened 1.

g ihe day same deafl ofccry came v
ihilg Tirdes 6 deiy - dyin Pl Bl
mumejars, for o ).
with i packi  msd

Iﬁlilmﬂ-lﬁ—llluu.nmdupﬂrd cifipiy
il leasted hiv job pesperly. We had pacepd
garbed in “Bghoag sede™ equipment, The

(!
.
e

- SAFE RELIEF FROM PAIN J‘

All Chemisis and Btores Bell

January 1, T#d§

boes gakom from the pans i Ges Laee. | had 2 shave
il tin of ween, which by dhei wid 5 hird @
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— ; THURLBY HalLL
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Dear ¥r. Fark.

¥any thanks for your lettar the datalls of
which bring hack to me so0 vividly the 'appeninge of that
wondarful night of tha Evacusation, which was so eplandidly
carrisd out by every single man ashors, & avery cme of whom
will I am sure lookK back with real & Justifiab rida to
tha part fla.:md by him & 211 his comrades, I wish I could
hBJ‘E you in tha metter about which you writa - nora 8o
as 7.0. Riddall i{s a cousin of mine (my name too), but I
faar I am unabla to do so, 1 have to say this as you will
probably realisa T have had at least a dozen lettars all on
Jjuet the same linss as yours, claiming to have been tha
last man to leava tha shora frat night or latar early morning,
to a1l I have only hean &bla to say as I do hg;rm:-lmsw
% dowm tha ceast all nisht in H.U.5. "Chatham" - the night
was dark & smbarlation took place simaltansously at savaral
oints along the coast, Those on our axtrema laft when wa
§$Binad "Suvla" claim they were the last - you also do sol
t I can sey is that you occéupliad a most Important anztlm
& from what you tell me you ovidently carried out what was
antrustad to iﬂu capitally. I only mgut on had no ardars
to hlow O,1. & C.2. alep! PBut 48 you know [ was in oommand
of & rﬂimaihlu for both anzac & Suvia then & matumlly
could not go into all deteils at both places. at all avents
I am vary glad Eﬂu did howavar com through avarything as you
did & {t 18 a plassure to ses How it you ars now 1B years
after & so young stil1l! All good wishes to you -
Your old corrada.
. B Birdwood,
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