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ALL ABOUT

TIME
Synopsis
What is time? How do we use it in our everyday
lives? Is time the same all around the world?
What are the different units of time, and what
devices do we use to measure them?
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Let Bud and his friends show you this and
more in All About Time.

Try iT YourSElf
Monty has a new calendar and he wants
to add birth dates of friends. The birth
dates are:
Arlo
23/07/2013

Daisy
14/03/2012

Jet
30/02/2015

Cheddar
11/11/2011

Misty
16/10/2017

Ollie
29/02/2016

Holly
05/12/2013

Coco
27/08/2016

Max
19/11/2014

Teddy
06/12/2012

Organise the birth dates by year and
from oldest to youngest, then answer
the following questions:

1

Which of Monty’s
friends is youngest?

2

Which of Monty’s
friends is oldest?

3

Based on the date on which
you are reading this book,
whose birthday is next?

Rusty
11/04/2017

Writing style
Maths Mutts: All About Time is written for
emerging readers and includes questions and
activities for enhanced engagement. Care is
taken to reduce complex concepts to bare
essence, while keeping the information and
knowledge accessible and interesting.
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THE laNguagE Of TIME
As well as numbers and units of
measurement, words and phrases
are used to talk about time.
a.m.
p.m.
noon/midday
midnight
morning
afternoon
evening

This book offers young readers multiple entry
points to engaging with the information.
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night
o’clock

today
yesterday
tomorrow
fortnight

before noon, taken from the
Latin term ante meridiem
after noon, taken from the
Latin term post meridiem
12 p.m.
12 a.m.
the time between midnight
and noon i.e. 12 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.
the time between 12 p.m.
and evening
the time between afternoon
and night
the time between evening
and 11:59 p.m.
used after a number to indicate
a whole hour, e.g. dinner is at
6 o’clock / 6:00 p.m.
the present day
the day before today
the day after today
two weeks, i.e. 14 days

Spot on or close enough?

Blocks of time

You can be precise when telling the time, or
approximate. For example, when it is 7:52
you could say ‘it’s almost 8 o’clock’ or ‘it’s
about ten to eight.’ How precise you are
when telling the time can change depending
on the situation you are in. For example, it’s
not a big deal if you are a couple of minutes
late when meeting friends at an agreed upon
time, but not being exactly on time could
mean missing your bus to school.

You can tell the time by using whole, half
and quarter hours. For example, if the time
is 4:00 it’s easier to say ‘4’ instead of ‘four
hours zero minutes’. If the time is 4:30, it’s
easier to say ‘half past four’ instead of ‘four
hours thirty minutes’, and if the time is 4:45
it’s easier to say ‘quarter to five’ instead of
‘four hours forty-five minutes.’ You need to
think of the hour as a whole and divided into
quarters.
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Photographic style
Maths Mutts: All About Time switches between
double-page and isolated inset photographs,
with an emphasis on images of gorgeous
dogs. This combination will engage even the
most reluctant reader, and offer them the
opportunity to explore each image in detail.
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Quarter past = the
minute hand points
straight at the 3

Half past = the
minute hand points
straight at the 6

Quarter to = the
minute hand points
straight at the 9

O’clock = the
minute hand points
straight at the 12
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Try iT YourSElf
Jet works as a therapy animal at the
local hospital. His job is to make patients
feel happy and relaxed. He has a long
day ahead of him, with appointments in
the morning, afternoon and night.
S. Jones
13:45

K. Lee
12:00

T. Anderson
20:15

P. Cooper
08:30

E. Sanchez
15:10

L. Wilson
10:25

V. Nguyen
21:20

A. Xu
06:40

W. Park
19:35

Organise Jet’s appointments in order
from earliest to latest, then convert each
from 24-hour time into 12-hour time.

24

1

Which is Jet’s third
appointment of the day?

2

Which is Jet’s seventh
appointment of the day?
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Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading:
•
Brainstorm what students know and understand about time. This can be a written or verbal exercise.
•

Read the blurb and ask students if they can think of any examples of how time is used today. Do they
ever use time in their day-to-day lives?

•

Create a Wonderings wall, where students write on sticky notes any questions they have about time.

While reading:
•
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate,
ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
•

Ask children to note any words or ideas they would like to explore.

After reading:
•
Ask students to share any words or expressions they want to explore.
•

Revisit the Wonderings wall. Have all the questions been answered?

•

Allow students to conduct their own investigations into any words or descriptions they would like
clarified and into any Wonderings questions not answered. Students share their discoveries with the
group. This can be an individual or group activity.

•

Students create their own list of words that describe time, and share these with a partner. The pairs
then share with the class to create a Time Word Wall.

•

Ask them to draw up a list of words that can be used to describe time.
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English, Writing, Creative and Oral Activities
ACTIVITY:
•

Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a different type of time-telling device (such as
clocks, watches and calendars, or from this list of old-fashioned devices courtesy of MentalFloss).

•

Ask the groups to research their device and answer the following questions: what type of device is it?
When was the device invented/first used? How does it work? What is/was it used for? Where are they
found? What are they made from? Do people use them every day? Are they still used today?

•

Ask each group to consider their device. What are its strengths and weaknesses? Can it be used to
tell the time quickly and accurately? Does it tell certain aspects of time i.e. seconds, minutes, hours,
day, date, month, year etc. Each group then shares their findings with the rest of the class.

•

Ask the groups to look for and print images relating to their type of device and to help illustrate their
answers to the questions above.

•

Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found and to write a
short sentence detailing what that image means in relation to their time-telling device. All members
of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.

ACTIVITY:
•

Ask the students to look for as many examples of clocks and other time-telling devices in their home,
school, public spaces etc. Students are to keep a log of their findings, and to take pictures where
possible. Each student can then present their findings to the rest of the class.
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English, Writing, Creative and Oral Activities (continued)
CREATIVE WRITING:
*
		
		

Imagine there was suddenly no way of telling time; clocks and watches have disappeared, and
people have forgotten about sundials and other primitive technologies once used to tell time.
How has the world changed? Is your day-to-day experience better or worse?

*
		
		

Write a story that involves a ‘ticking clock’ situation. This could be a literal ticking bomb, or
running late for an important event – anything at all that involves a countdown. Bonus points
for making it as dramatic and tense as possible.

Find out more
• https://www.brainpop.com/
• https://www.mathgames.com/time
• https://ed.ted.com/lessons?student_
level=1&category=mathematics
• https://www.abcya.com/games/telling_time
• https://www.education.com/games/time/
• https://www.youtube.com/user/mathantics

• https://www.youtube.com/user/Vihart
• https://www.youtube.com/user/Vsauce
• https://www.youtube.com/user/
minutephysics/videos
• https://www.youtube.com/user/
videomathtutor

NB: the age range for these links varies, and some are about maths in general

Marketing and promotion
All About Time is the latest title in Maths Mutts series, which explores key curriculum topics in a way that is
accessible to even the most reluctant mathematicians.
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