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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
The Big Book of Pets


Synopsis
Would you like a pet pig? Or perhaps a ferret? Maybe a spider? What about a goldfish? Pet ownership can be a wonderful part of growing up, though knowing which pet is the best fit for you can be tricky. The Big Book of Pets aims to make this job a little easier by looking at lots of different pets, offering care advice and other bits of helpful information to help you make an informed decision about the perfect pet for you. 
Writing style
The Big Book of Pets has been designed with the needs of both early and more advanced readers in mind. Simple language is used throughout the book, with most paragraphs having only one or two sentences. The majority of pages also segment text into consistent groupings (e.g. What do they need? and What are they?), giving a continuity of information that will assist reluctant readers. Further still, interesting, bite-sized pieces of text are placed in colourful circles to highlight information that will be of particular interest to readers.
Photographic/Design style
The Big Book of Pets uses dynamic images of varying sizes to capture the imagination of the reader. Some spreads are filled with vibrant, full-page colour images, while other spreads combine clean white space and multiple isolated images spread across the page. The photographs bring the viewer closer to the subjects that are being discussed, and also have the advantage of being static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the images and look at the subject matter and their features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how photographs are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
Animals
Pets versus wild animals
Domesticated animals
Responsible pet ownership
Animal companions
Pet statistics
Pet advice
Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading The Big Book of Pets: 
Brainstorm what students understand about pets.
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
What is a pet?
Do any students have pets at home? What kinds?
While reading The Big Book of Pets: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading The Big Book of Pets ask the students the following questions:
What is a pet?
What are some reasons for owning a pet?
How are pet animals different from other animals?
Do some pets have wild relatives?
Which are the most popular types of pets?
Are these the most popular pets in other parts of the world?
What pets are suitable for small homes e.g. apartments?
What pets are suitable for medium-sized homes e.g. houses with backyards?
What pets are suitable for large homes e.g. farms?
Do different pets require different treatment?
Are all pets affectionate i.e. can you handle them?
What do they eat?
What are the different ways in which pets need to be cared for?
Are all pets suitable for all people? If not, why not?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading The Big Book of Pets:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a different pet from the book, and ask them to research their pet and answer the following questions: how popular are these pets? Who are they suitable for? How much space do they need? Do they need a special type of enclosure i.e. cage, kennel etc? Do they need special equipment/accessories i.e. litter tray, chew toys, spinning wheel etc? What is their life expectancy? Are there many types i.e. breeds/species? What is interesting about them? Are they playful and/or affectionate?
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their pet e.g. as a baby versus as an adult; males versus females (i.e. are they sexually dimorphic?); different breeds; main physical features; examples of equipment needed to look after them.
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found online and to write a short sentence detailing what that image means in relation to their pet. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
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Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading The Big Book of Pets:
Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word taken from the book e.g. social, feral, flock etc. Once completed, print copies for the other groups to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these bingo words into a game for the whole class.
Find out more
http://www.animalleague.org/kids/cool_pet_facts.html 
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/family/pets/article2.html
http://www.petsintheclassroom.org/kids/fun-facts-about-animals/ 
http://www.peteducation.com/index.cfm?c=16
http://www.petsecure.com.au/pet-care/a-guide-to-worldwide-pet-ownership/
http://www.marthastewart.com/264872/popular-pets-from-around-the-world
http://kb.rspca.org.au/How-many-pets-are-there-in-Australia_58.html
Marketing and promotion
The Big Book of Pets is the latest book from 2017 CBCA (Eve Pownall) Honour-award winning author Lorna Hendry. It is a one-off title packed with interesting facts about our most popular household pets, as well as offering general hints and tips of how to care for them. Future one-off titles are planned, such as Community, The Big Book of Weather and The Litter & Recycling Book.
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