


[image: ]








Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
Sea Turtles: On the Edge


Synopsis
Sea turtles are comprised of seven species: green, hawksbill, loggerhead, Kemp’s ridley, olive ridley, flatback and leatherback. All seven species are considered to be vulnerable, endangered or critically endangered. These ancient and beautiful sea creatures face a range of threats to their survival, from animal predation to accidental death in fishing nets, increasing ocean temperatures to ocean pollution. By far and away human-caused problems are the greatest threats to their existence. However, humans are trying to protect and increase the number of sea turtles in many different ways. Welcome to the fascinating world of Sea Turtles: On the Edge.
Writing style
Sea Turtles: On the Edge has been designed with the needs of both early and more advanced readers in mind. Simple and succinct language is used throughout the book, and the font size is relatively small to allow the images to engage reluctant readers. Font size is smaller again when used in conjunction with inset images, to indicate information that is secondary to the primary text/image. There is a brief glossary in the back of the book, which will aid young readers in developing the tools of research and analysis.
Photographic style
The On the Edge series uses photographs that bring the viewer close to the subject that is being discussed. They are colourful, evocative images that clearly convey the species, habitats and dangers facing various animal groups under threat of extinction. Inset photographs are used on occasion to further illustrate topics of interest. These photographs also have the advantage that the image is static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how photographs are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
Sea Turtles
Different species and diets
Conservation
Habitats
Natural threats i.e. Predators
Prey animals
Unnatural threats i.e. Climate change, pollution, bycatch etc
How humans are harming sea turtles
How humans are helping sea turtles
Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading Sea Turtles: On the Edge: 
Brainstorm what students know about sea turtles. 
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
How do they think sea turtles would feel to touch? Would it be safe to touch/approach a sea turtle?
Ask the students if anyone has seen a sea turtle in nature, or at an aquarium/zoo/museum. What can they recall about their behaviour and appearance?
While reading Sea Turtles: On the Edge: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
After reading Sea Turtles: On the Edge: 
Ask the students to reflect on the words they would use to describe sea turtles and the words that have been used in the book. Ask them to draw up a list of words that can be used to describe sea turtles. 
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading Sea Turtles: On the Edge ask the students the following questions:
What type of animal are sea turtles? 
Are all sea turtles the same? 
What are their key features?
What do sea turtles eat?
What prey animals eat sea turtles? 
Is this different for eggs/newborns and adults?
What are some unnatural threats to sea turtles?
Are these unnatural threats the same for all species?
What human activities are harmful to sea turtles?
How are humans helping sea turtles?
Is it ok to touch or interact with sea turtles?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading Sea Turtles: On the Edge:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a different species of sea turtle and ask the group to research online and answer the following questions: What are the key features of their sea turtle? How are they different from other sea turtles? Where are they found around the world? What sort of environment/habitat do they prefer e.g. open ocean, coral reef etc? How big are they? What do they eat? What is their conservation status i.e. vulnerable, endangered etc? How are they threatened? Is it a natural or unnatural threat? What is being done to help them survive?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their sea turtle. Specifically, look for close-up pictures that show the major physical characteristics i.e. shell, mouth, flippers, markings etc, and also the various threats to their survival.
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found and to write a short sentence detailing the connection to their sea turtle. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading Sea Turtles: On the Edge:
Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word about sea turtles using words they have learned from the book. (e.g. scute, bycatch, ecosystem etc). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these facts into a game for the whole class.
Find out more
http://www.cairnsturtlerehab.org.au/
http://www.mesa.edu.au/turtles/default.asp
http://www.ducksters.com/animals/sea_turtles.php
http://www.seeturtles.org/sea-turtle-facts/
http://www.defenders.org/sea-turtles/basic-facts 
Marketing and promotion
Sea Turtles: On the Edge is the first title in a new series looking at various groups of animals around the world that are under threat of extinction. On the Edge shares similarities with the CloseUp series, though is aimed at an older age range, as well as one-off title The Coral Reef Book. Future titles in the series are planned, such as Apes, Big Cats, Elephants & Rhinos and Jungle Creatures.
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