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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
Left & Right


Synopsis
Do you know your left from your right? Which hand do you write with? Does your left and right eye see the same thing? What side of the road do cars drive on and why? As you can see, left and right are all around us. From our hands and feet to our eyes and ears, the notion of left and right is inescapable. And while it may seem like a simple concept, there are times when it is anything but! The vast extent of how this deceptively simple subject shapes our lives is revealed in Left & Right!
Writing style
Left & Right has been designed with the needs of both early and more advanced readers in mind. Simple and succinct language is used throughout the book, with no more than a few sentences on each page. The large format images relate directly to the text, so young readers have multiple entry points to engage with the information. There is a brief glossary in the back of the book, which will aid young readers in developing the tools of research and analysis.
Photographic/Design style
[bookmark: _GoBack]Left & Right uses dynamic images to capture the imagination of the reader. Colourful single-page and double-page photographs are contrasted with images isolated on white and block-colour backdrops, which further help to captivate the reader. The photographs bring the viewer close to the subject that is being discussed, and also have the advantage of being static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how photographs are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
The concept of left and right
Dominant handedness
History of handedness and its perception
Statistics relating to handedness
The role of the eyes and brain
Handedness and its effects on physical abilities
Animal handedness
Everyday applications of left and right

Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading Left & Right: 
Brainstorm what students understand about left and right. 
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
How is ‘handedness’ decided? Is it learned? 
Can people be both left and right?
How does left and right influence our daily lives?
Can they think of any objects that are for right or left handed people only?
While reading Left & Right: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
After reading Left & Right: 
Ask the students to reflect on the words they would use to describe left and right, and the words that have been used in the book. Ask them to draw up a list of words that can be used to describe left and right. 
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading Left & Right ask the students the following questions:
Can they describe the difference between left and right? (a tricky one!)
Vox pop: ask students to raise their hand if they are right handed; left handed; right foot dominant; left foot dominant
Are more people left or right handed? Left or right footed? Was anyone a combination of left and right for hand/foot dominance? 
What does it mean to be ambidextrous?
Vox pop: does anyone think they are ambidextrous?
How have people been treated differently throughout history when it comes to left and right-handedness?
What are some ways left-handed people are affected by everyday objects?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading Left & Right:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a commonly played sport e.g. football, soccer, hockey, basketball, tennis (especially those sports that require racquets, bats, sticks) etc. Ask each group to research their assigned sport to answer the following questions: do players use their left or right hands/feet in this sport? What percentage of professional players are left/right dominant? Do they use both? Are there any differences between left and right? Is equipment made for right or left-handed people, or both?
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their sport e.g. famous people playing the sport (both right and left-handed examples), what equipment is used etc.
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found online and to write a short sentence detailing what that image means in relation to their sport and handedness. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading Left & Right:
Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word taken from the book. (e.g. ambidextrous, symmetrical, opposites etc.). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these bingo words into a game for the whole class.
Find out more
https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/left-right/
http://childhood101.com/2013/07/left-and-right-games-fancy-footwork/
https://www.leftys.com.au/index.php/fun-facts/famous-australian-lefties
https://www.leftys.com.au/shop/
· The above shop link is to demonstrate how everyday objects are targeted towards right-handed people – not intended as an advert!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9MLhGmyPko
Marketing and promotion
Left & Right is a one-off title, though it shares elements with The Numbers Book, The Gigantic Book of Genes and The Brainy Book. Future one-off titles are planned, such as Community, The Big Book of Antarctica and The Big Book of Weather.
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