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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
The Weird and Wonderful 
World of Words


Synopsis
Words are weird and wonderful things. When characters are carefully and cleverly combined into words, they have the power to communicate, captivate and devastate. The language of letters can play tricks on the brain and trip up the tongue; they can be easy to spill yet difficult to spit out. They cause magic and mayhem, pleasure and pain, and fun and frustration. Even though they are an everyday part of our lives, prepare to be surprised by the weird and wonderful world of words!
Writing style
The Weird and Wonderful World of Words has been designed with the needs of both early and more advanced readers in mind. Simple and succinct language is used throughout the book, with no more than a few sentences on each page. Small and large images relate directly to the text, so young readers have multiple entry points to engage with the information. Throughout the book are numerous games to further captivate the reader, along with a comprehensive answer key at the back of the book. 
Photographic/Design style
The Weird and Wonderful World of Words uses dynamic colour images set against stark white backdrops to capture the imagination of the reader. This use of white space helps to isolate the text and further enhance the overarching subject at hand. The photographs bring the viewer close to the subject that is being discussed, and also have the advantage of being static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers, while also allowing readers to explore how photographs are used to convey messages. Further complimenting the contrast of white and colour throughout the book is the use of large, colourful fonts, which actively attract the readers’ attention.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
English
Written language
Spoken language
Grammar
History
Games and puzzles
Vocabulary
Records and statistics

Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading The Weird and Wonderful World of Words: 
Brainstorm what students understand about words. 
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
What can words do? How do they use words? How many words do they think they know? How many words do they think they use each day?
While reading The Weird and Wonderful World of Words: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
After reading The Weird and Wonderful World of Words: 
Ask the students to reflect on the words they would use to describe words, and the words that have been used in the book. Ask them to draw up a list of words that can be used to describe words. 
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading The Weird and Wonderful World of Words ask the students the following questions:
Can they remember when they first started speaking?
Do they know their first words?
What words were most useful to them when they were younger?
What words are most useful to them now?
Can they speak a language other than English?
Are there common/similar words in English and other languages?
What are some examples of word games e.g. scrabble, crosswords etc?
What are some examples of mondegreens they can think of?
What are some examples of acronyms they use?
Can they think of any spoonerisms?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading The Weird and Wonderful World of Words:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group an appropriate expression from the following website http://www.idiomsite.com/. The objective for each group is to come up with a rebus for their chosen expression.
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their rebus, and then to assemble their pictures (and words/letters, were appropriate) on a poster. Ask them to think creatively and ‘outside the box’!
[bookmark: _GoBack]If there is time permitting, ask students to come up with their own rebuses. All members of each group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.


Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading The Weird and Wonderful World of Words:
Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word taken from the book. (e.g. grey matter, lobe, neuron etc.). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these bingo words into a game for the whole class.
Find out more
http://www.acereader.com/freespeedreadingtest/
http://www.manythings.org/vq/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.australianwordgames.com.au/
http://alldownunder.com/games/index.html
Marketing and promotion
The Weird and Wonderful World of Words is a one-off title, though it shares many elements with The Macro Book of Micro, The Book of Gross Body Facts and The Brainy Book. Future one-off titles are planned, such as The Gene Book, The Big Book of Antarctica and The Numbers Book.
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