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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
The Book of Australian Birds


Synopsis
Australia and its island territories make up the sixth-largest country on Earth. It covers a wide expanse of land and a variety of climates and habitats. These differing ecosystems are home to some of the most iconic, unique and unusual birds known to humankind. Australian birds are famous for being intelligent, aggressive and noisy. Many species became this way as they adapted to the harsh Australian environment, and the competition for food grew stronger. Welcome to the amazing world of Australian birds!
Writing style
The Book of Australian Birds has been designed with the needs of both early and more advanced readers in mind. Simple and succinct language is used throughout the book, and the font size is relatively small to allow the images to engage reluctant readers. Font size is smaller again when used in conjunction with inset images, to indicate information that is secondary to the primary text/image.
Photographic style
The Book of Australian Birds uses photographs that bring the viewer close to the subject that is being discussed. They are evocative images that clearly convey the dynamic nature of birds in the wild. Inset photographs are used on occasion to further illustrate topics of interest. These photographs also have the advantage that the image is static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how photographs are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
Birds
Passerine and non-passerine
Species
Cooperative versus solitary living
Intelligence
Differing diets
Predator versus prey
Native versus introduced
The notion of pest animals
Conservation
Ritual behaviour
The difference between vulnerable, threatened, endangered and extinct.
Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading The Book of Australian Birds: 
Brainstorm what students know about Australian birds.
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
What do they think might be an example of an Australian bird?
How do they think birds would feel to touch? Would it be safe to touch a bird?
Ask the students what birds they have seen in nature, or at a zoo/museum. What can they recall about their behaviour and appearance?
While reading The Book of Australian Birds: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
After reading The Book of Australian Birds: 
Ask the students to reflect on the words they would use to describe a bird, and the words that have been used in the book. Ask them to draw up a list of words that can be used to describe birds. 
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading The Book of Australian Birds ask the students the following questions:
What are the defining characteristics of birds?
What birds are found in Australia? 
Which category are they e.g. passerine or non-passerine?
What defines a passerine? What defines a non-passerine? 
Is this bird found anywhere else around the world?
Can these birds be organized into families (e.g. honeyeaters, pigeons and doves, fantails, starlings etc)?
What are examples of birds that are native to Australia?
What are examples of birds that were introduced to Australia?
What impact have introduced birds had on native birds?
Why are some bird populations in decline?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading The Book of Australian Birds:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a bird from the book. Ask them to look for information about their bird online and answer the following questions: what species of bird is it? What family does it belong to? Are there many different species in this family? Where in Australia is it found? In what sort of habitat? What does it eat i.e. does it eat meat, plants or both? Is it predator or prey? Who is its prey? Is it in danger of becoming extinct?
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their chosen bird e.g. baby versus adult, in the nest, the bird’s habitat, eating food etc.
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found online and to write a short sentence detailing what that image means in relation to their bird. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading The Book of Australian Birds:
Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word taken from the book (e.g. carrion, mimicry, plumage). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these bingo words into a game for the whole class.
Find out more
http://www.absa.asn.au/ 
http://birdlife.org.au/
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/beach-nesting-birds/for-kids-and-teachers 
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
http://learnaboutwildlife.com/wildlifeAustraliaBirds.html 
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The Book of Australian Birds is the second title in a new series examining our most iconic Australian fauna. Future titles are planned, such as The Book of Australian Minibeasts and The Book of Australian Reptiles.
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