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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
Our Past: Bushrangers


Synopsis
For close to 100 years, from the landing of the First Fleet to the hanging of Ned Kelly, bushrangers stole from settlers, diggers and gold escorts. Their exploits fascinated the general public, with many people becoming sympathetic to the bushranger’s plight. Agents of law and order reacted strongly against them, due to many outlaws committing terrible and violent crimes. Learn all about how bushrangers impacted and changed Australian history. Welcome to Our Past: Bushrangers.
Writing style
Our Past: Bushrangers has been designed with the needs of early and reluctant readers in mind. The information conveyed by the text has a natural and understandable flow, and the large format images relate directly to the text, so young readers have multiple entry points to engaging with the information. Each image is further enriched by additional text directly below each image, detailing author and source information.
Photographic style
The Our Past series makes use of fantastic archival images, from photos and etchings to paintings, cartoons and realia. These documents have the advantage that the image is static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how images are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
Bushrangers
Convicts
Crime
Punishment
The notion of whether punishment fits the crime
Police force
The notion of sympathisers, vigilantes and mob justice
The notion of corrupt law and order
History

Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading Our Past: Bushrangers: 
Brainstorm what students know about bushrangers. 
Brainstorm what students know about their part in Australian history. 
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
Do bushrangers still exist? Do they have another name/s? 
While reading Our Past: Bushrangers: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
Ask the students to write a table list of words from the book that are relevant to bushrangers. 
After reading Our Past: Bushrangers: 
Ask the students to reflect on the words they would use to describe bushrangers and the words that have been used in the book. Ask them to draw up a list of their own words that they would use to describe bushrangers. 
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading Our Past: Bushrangers ask the students the following questions:
What is a bushranger? 
What type of person were they?
Were they always this type of person i.e. convict, or some other?
What type of crimes did bushrangers commit?
Were all bushrangers violent?
What was the public’s opinion of bushrangers?
What was the fate of most bushrangers?
Were they fairly treated by the law?
What was their legacy on Australian history?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading Our Past: Bushrangers:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a bushranger from the book and ask them to research online and answer the following questions: Who were they? Where were they from? What was their early life like? What led to them choosing a life of crime? What was their preferred criminal activity? Were they captured or killed?
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their bushranger. E.g. this could be pictures of the bushranger, their relatives or fellow-gang members, or artistic depictions made at the time the bushranger was alive.
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found and to write a short sentence detailing the connection to their bushranger. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading Our Past: Bushrangers:
Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word about bushrangers using words they have learned from the book (e.g. gang, robbery, prison etc.). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these facts into a game for the whole class.
Find out more
http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/early-austn-bushrangers
http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/irish_in_australia/bushrangers
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/history-culture/2014/10/australias-most-notorious-bushrangers 
Marketing and promotion
Our Past: Bushrangers is the latest in a new series looking at crucial periods, events and icons of Australian history. Future titles include Explorers and Shipwrecks, in addition to past titles Convicts and Gold.
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