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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
The Book of Amazing Incredible Fantastic Facts


Synopsis
Fantastic Facts are all around us. From the longest to the shortest and the biggest to the smallest, our world is filled with amazing information. Get ready for an entertaining and exciting look at the incredible world of knowledge.
Writing style
The Book of Amazing Incredible Fantastic Facts has been designed with the needs of both early and more advanced readers in mind. Simple and succinct language is used throughout the book, and the font size is relatively small to allow the images to engage reluctant readers. Font size is smaller again when used in conjunction with inset images, to indicate information that is secondary to the primary text/image.
Photographic style
Fantastic Facts uses dynamic images to capture the imagination of the reader. Colourful single-page and double-page photographs are contrasted with images isolated on white backdrops, which further help to captivate the reader, while inset photographs are used on occasion to further illustrate topics of interest. The photographs bring the viewer close to the subject that is being discussed, and also have the advantage of being static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how photographs are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
Facts
History
Records
Imagination
Wonder
The ordinary versus the extraordinary
Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading Fantastic Facts: 
Brainstorm what students know about facts. 
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
What do they think might be an example of a ‘fantastic’ fact?

While reading Fantastic Facts: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
After reading Fantastic Facts: 
Ask the students to reflect on the words they would use to describe a fantastic fact, and the words that have been used in the book. Ask them to draw up a list of words that can be used to describe fantastic facts. 
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading Fantastic Facts ask the students the following questions:
What is a fact?
What is a fantastic fact?
What are the qualities that make a fact fantastic?
Did they know any of the facts beforehand?
Which facts did they find the most interesting/surprising?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading Fantastic Facts:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a Top Ten list from the following website http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/topten.html and ask them to research their list i.e. tallest people, closest stars, longest rivers, online. Ask them to look for information about their list that they consider to be ‘fantastic’. Where possible, make comparisons between what is fantastic and what is not i.e. tallest person is x cm tall while the average height of a person is y cm tall, etc.
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their chosen top ten list. 
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found online and to write a short sentence detailing what that image means in relation to their list. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading Fantastic Facts:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word taken from the book. (e.g. flamingo, mountain range, truffle etc.). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a specific fact they found surprising or interesting, and to create a series of clues that indicate their chosen fact in a single word i.e. Andes (for longest above-ground mountain range) = 7000km long; found in South America; runs through seven countries, etc. Combine these bingo words into a game for the whole class.

Find out more
https://www.pinterest.com/jonesalfredo42/fantastic-facts-of-the-world/ 
http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/ 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/adventure_pass/weird-but-true/ 
http://www.funology.com/trivia-and-strange-facts/  
Marketing and promotion
The Book of Amazing Incredible Fantastic Facts is a one-off title, though it shares many elements with The Book of the Sun and the Stars. Future one-off titles are planned, such as The Book of Gross Body Facts, A Book of the Gods and The Big Book of Words.
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