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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
Body Parts – The Skin


Synopsis
The skin is one of the most important parts of the human body. It is the largest organ, and accounts for up to 10 per cent of our body weight. It covers us, protects us from infection and gives us our sense of touch. Animals also use their skin in many ways, sometimes very differently to our own. Learn all about the ways that animal skin has adapted in order that they thrive and survive.
Writing style
Body Parts–The Skin has been designed with the needs of early readers and reluctant readers in mind. Text is succinct and simple, with no more than a few sentences on a page. The large format images relate directly to the text, so young readers have multiple entry points to engaging with the information. There is a glossary and index in the back of the book, which will aid young readers in developing the tools of research and analysis.
Photographic style
The Body Parts series uses photographs that bring the viewer close to the subject that is being discussed. These photographs also have the advantage that the image is static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how photographs are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Senses
Sense organs
The importance of skin
Parts of the skin and touch
Working relationship between brain and body 
Animal evolution
Prey and predators
Descriptive words
Similarities and differences between humans and animals
Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading Body Parts–The Skin: 
Brainstorm what students know about skin. How does it work? How is it helpful to us? What jobs does it perform? When might it be difficult to perform these jobs?

While reading Body Parts–The Skin: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
Ask the students to keep a table list of how the skin of certain animals differs from our own i.e. humans shed skin cells / snakes shed their entire skin. Ask them to do this for as many of the animals in the book as possible.
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading Body Parts–The Skin ask the students the following questions:
What are the different parts of human skin?
What does each part do?
What are some examples of animals that have skin similar to humans?
What are some examples of animals that have skin that is different to humans?
What advantages do these animals gain by having different/similar skin to our own?
Do humans have the most advanced skin?
How is the skin of certain animals more advanced than humans?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading Body Parts–The Skin:
Organise the class into small groups. Assign each group a different animal from the book and ask them to research that animal online. Working together they should answer questions such as: Where does the animal live? In what type of habitat? How is their skin special/unusual? What advantages does this give them? What is their prey? What hunts them?
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their animal e.g. close-up of the skin, the animal in its habitat, their prey/predator etc.
Ask the children to source videos of their chosen animal. Ask them to look for videos where the animal is making use of the particular feature of their skin. 
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the printed images and to write a short sentence explaining the relationship between the image and their animal. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading Body Parts–The Skin:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Organise the class into three groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word about skin using words they have learned from the book (e.g. dermis, sweat, callus etc.). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these facts into a game for the whole class.
In the third group, students should work as a team to develop a crossword puzzle about skin. Use the information featured in the book as clues for appropriate words e.g. protein, camouflage, absorb etc.
Find out more
http://kidshealth.org/kid/htbw/skin.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/humanbody/skin.html
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=152&id=1766
http://kidshealth.org/kid/htbw/skin-movie.html 
Marketing and promotion
Body Parts–The Skin is the latest in a popular series focusing on the major components of the human body, and how they compare with those in the animal kingdom. Previous titles include The Nose, The Ears, The Eyes and The Mouth, and future titles are planned. 
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