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Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes
The Book of the Sun and the Stars


Synopsis
The Sun is a star, and is responsible for life on Earth. Without the light, heat and energy it provides, humans could not exist. It is just one of the many, many billions of stars in the Universe, and has fascinated people throughout human history. Early cultures worshipped a variety of Sun gods, whilst astronomers studied the stars and their movements. Advanced telescope technology has been able to greatly increase our understanding of these celestial bodies. Learn all about the Sun and stars that make up the night sky.
Writing style
The Book of the Sun and the Stars has been designed with the needs of both early readers and more advanced readers in mind. Various grades of text are used throughout: some pages use simple and succinct language, while other pages use detailed text to cover more advanced subjects. Key snippets of large font are interspersed throughout the book, highlighting specific facts and figures that will appeal and impress. Fonts of different colours are also used, to indicate key elements of interest.
Photographic style
The Book of the Sun and the Stars uses dynamic images to capture the imagination of the reader. Colourful photographs are vividly set against the stark blackness of space, and coherently move between real-world images and the hard-to-imagine reaches of the Universe. The photographs bring the viewer close to the subject that is being discussed, and also have the advantage of being static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the subject matter and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed and clearly printed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to visual readers. Readers can explore how photographs are used to convey messages.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
Space
History
Technology
Relationship between Sun and Earth
Relationship between Sun and Solar System
Importance of the Sun to life on Earth
The Universe
The notion of systems within systems

Curriculum link: Literacy
Before reading The Book of the Sun and the Stars: 
Brainstorm what students know about the Sun. 
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book?
What do they think the Sun is? What do the think a star is?
How big is the Sun? How big is Earth? How far is the Sun from the Earth? How far are stars from Earth?
While reading The Book of the Sun and the Stars: 
Ask the students to take turns reading a paragraph aloud to the rest of the class. Where appropriate, ask the students what they think certain words may mean.
After reading The Book of the Sun and the Stars: 
Ask the students to reflect on the words they would use to describe the Sun and stars, and the words that have been used in the book. Ask them to draw up a list of words that can be used to describe the Sun and stars. 
Curriculum Theme: Critical and Creative Thinking
After reading The Book of the Sun and the Stars ask the students the following questions:
What is a star? What is a galaxy?
What does the Sun do?
Why is the Sun important to humans?
What is nuclear fusion? What does it make/create? Is the Sun on fire? 
How big is the Sun? How does it compare to other stars in the Universe?
Is the Sun the brightest star in the Universe?
What are some different ways the Sun is useful to life on Earth?
What is a constellation? What is a light year?
Curriculum link: ICT Capability
After reading The Book of the Sun and the Stars:
Organise the class into groups. Assign each group a constellation from the Zodiac – http://astronomyonline.org/observation/zodiac.asp – and ask them to research online and answer the following questions: what is the Zodiac? What are some other name/s for their chosen constellation? What is the historical (mythological) significance of their constellation? Which stars and/or galaxies make up their constellation? Where is their constellation located? How far is this from Earth/the Milky Way?
Ask the children to look for and print images relating to their chosen constellation. Specifically, look for images that show the major stars that give the constellation its name/shape. 
Ask each group to create a poster collage. Ask them to attach the images they found and to write a short sentence detailing what their constellation is, along with answers to the above questions. All members of the group then take turns presenting their findings to the rest of the class.
Curriculum Theme: Personal and Social Capability
After reading The Book of the Sun and the Stars:
Organise the class into two groups. In one group, ask the students to work as a team to construct a word finder puzzle. Ask each student to suggest an appropriate word about the Sun and stars using words they have learned from the book. (e.g. galaxy, constellation, supernova etc). Once completed, print copies for the other group to complete.
In the second group, students should work as a team to create a trivia bingo game. Ask each student to suggest a fact they found surprising or interesting. Combine these facts into a game for the whole class.
Find out more
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/starfinder3/en/
http://neave.com/planetarium/
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/starfinder/en/
http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/#.VGA7r_SUd_U
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://stars.chromeexperiments.com/ 
Marketing and promotion
The Book of the Sun and the Stars is a one-off title, though it shares many elements with How Far is Deep Space? and the successful Going Supernova series, which includes The Solar System and Space Exploration. Future space-related one-off titles are planned, such as Journey to the Centre of the Earth.
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