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Synopsis
Wolves are widely distributed in the world, being found in parts of North America, Asia, Europe and the Arctic. They are social animals that live in packs, which are dominated by a pair: an alpha male and alpha female. Wolves are well adapted to the largely forest environments in which they live, and they are superb hunters with excellent hearing and sense of smell and powerful jaws. They communicate by howls and facial expressions and by body language. Wolves are good parents and the whole pack looks after cubs.
Writing style
The CloseUp series has been designed with the needs of very early readers and reluctant readers in mind. Text is succinct and simple, with no more than a few sentences on a page. The large format images relate directly to the text, so young readers have multiple entry points to engaging with the information. There is a brief glossary in the back of the book, which will aid young readers in developing the tools of research and analysis.
Photographic style
The CloseUp series use photographs that bring the viewer close to the animal. 
The photographs enable the reader to get closer to the animal than he or she could in real life. These photographs also have the advantage that the image is static, giving the reader the opportunity to explore the image and look at the animal and its features in detail. The photographs are also strongly composed with bright strong colours to increase the appeal to the visual reader.
Study notes
Themes:
Descriptive words
Adaptation
Breeding
Food and predators, and hunting
Social groups and packs
Caring for young
Curriculum link: English/Creative Arts
Before reading Wolves CloseUp: 
Brainstorm what students think about wolves. 
What is their first response when they look at the cover of the book? 
How do they think a wolf might feel to touch? 
Ask the students if any one keeps a dog as a pet or knows of someone who does. 
Do they think dogs are like wolves? 
What are the similarities between dogs and wolves, and what are the differences? 
What words do they associate with wolves?
Explain to the students that when you use several words in a row that begin with the same letter (wild wonderful wolves), you call this alliteration. How many words can they come up with that begin with the letter w and describe wolves? Ask them to arrange the words into phrases that describe wolves. 
Curriculum link: English/Creative Arts
Before reading Wolves CloseUp, brainstorm some of the following:
Where do they live?
What do they eat?
What colour are they?
What type of animal is a wolf? (Note: a wolf is a mammal and a member of the dog family.)
After reading Wolves CloseUp, create a brainstorm and ask the students to list all the things your have learnt about wolves from this book.
Wolves are predators. Ask the students to research the meaning of predator. (Tip: synonym – hunter) What other animals are classified this way? Why are predators important to the environment?
Marketing and promotion
Sharks CloseUp is part of the CloseUp series, which includes Snakes CloseUp,
 Mini-Beasts CloseUp, Crocs CloseUp, Elephants CloseUp and Spiders CloseUp. Future titles in the series are planned. 
Reference for further research
International Wolf Centre http://www.wolf.org/


Wild Dog Books • PO Box 54a Alexandra Parade Clifton Hill Vic 3068 Australia
T +61 3 9419 9406  E dog@wdog.com.au  W www.wdog.com.au
Wild Dog Books Teachers’ Notes • Wolves CloseUp	3
image1.png





—...

wild Ao;v

Wild Dog Books
Teachers’ Notes

Wolves CloseUp




